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I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which fmve been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originallyfiled" and are not annexed to the r^ort since they do not contain amendments.): 

the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages 1:12 ^ as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , filed with the letter of — 

pages , filed with the letter of 



the claims. 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



M6 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings. 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ tfie description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



3. ri report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
— to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in &e Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-16 



1-16 



1-16 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: WO 00/56068 A (THOMSON LICENSING SA; DEISS 
MICHAEL SCOTT (US); ESKICIOGLU AHMET M) 21 
September 2000 (2000-09-21) 



Dl, which is considered to be the prior art closest to the 
subject matter of claim 1, describes (the references 
between parentheses apply to said document) : a method 
implemented in a global protection system for home 
networks with local encryption and decryption of control 
messages (ECM) using a local key (^^rebundled descrambling 
key'', ^^LECM"). The subject matter of claim 1 differs from 
Dl in that it relates to: 

a method for verifying the validity of a network 

key, wherein: 

a test key is transmitted from the broadcasting 
device to the processing device, where a 
crytogram is calculated using said key, and 
the cryptogram is sent to the broadcasting 
device, where said cryptogram is compared to a 
list of cryptograms. 



Such a method, which is useful for keeping the content 
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encrypted until it is read^ is not known from Dl . The 
subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (PCT Article 
33(2) ) . 



The problem that the present invention is intended to 
solve can be considered to be that of verifying the 
validity of a network key so as to keep the content 
encrypted until it is read. It is not obvious for a person 
skilled in the art to verify the validity of a network key 
by means of a method wherein: 

a test key is transmitted from the broadcasting 
device to the processing device^ where a 
crytogram is calculated using said key^ and 
the cryptogram is sent to the broadcasting 
device, where said cryptogram is compared to a 
list of cryptograms. 
This solution, as proposed in claim 1 of the present 
application, is therefore considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

Claims 2 to 16 are dependent on claim 1 and thus also 
comply, as such, with the PCT requirements of novelty and 
inventive step. 



The method is industrially applicable. 
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